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indexed. Not illustrated. 1844 Excerpt: .are the good individuals, the elite, the cream on the surface of this
aggregate of fourteen millions of human beings, styled the American nation, and composed of plebeian
vulgarity, of shoemakers, tailors, mechanics, and farmers; the fraction of the hundreds of thousands which
follow in the train of the fourteen millions, these are the existing, thus styled for the sake of distinction from the
dead mass. If I am warranted by your conduct, in so doing, I will initiate you in the signs of these, our existing,
without which you can never thrive. Regarding the conduct of Westcott, I could embrace him for it. A sublime
fellow--an exquisite chap! He well understands his business, to treat the great hoggish mass--the fourteen
millions--as hogs. Thank you for your compliment! cried Harry, who seemed not altogether satisfied with the
loLy flight of the existing. Surely you are very kind. They that mingle in the swill are hogs, says a proverb of this
hoggish mass, exclaimed Erwin, without a change of countenance. And though it is vulgar to use proverbs, I
cannot refrain from adding another popular one: We, Americans, earn our money as race-horses, and
squander it as asses! Your expressions increase in delicacy. If that is the fashion, then I tell you, continued the
other, without deigning the speaker a look, how should any other than middling, tradesmanlike thoughts, find
entrance into the souls of shoemakers, tailors, and tanners? How can a sublime idea enter these brains...
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