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rising to move for a Return respecting the ships built and building for Her Majestys Navy during the last four
years, said: Mr. Speaker, it now devolves upon me to make the promised statement, on behalf of the
Government, with respect to the Navy. In the present anxiety out-of-doors, it was the obvious duty of the
Government to give to the House an opportunity of discussing the subject; and | can assure the House that the
opportunity is not less welcome to the Admiralty than it is to the most impatient of their critics. We feel our
great responsibility for the maintenance of the naval power of the country, and we know that much of the
criticism to which we have been subjected is due to imperfect acquaintance on the part of the public both with
what we have done in the past and what we propose to do in the future. In view of the optimist estimates of
foreign navies, and the pessimist estimates of our own Navy, which of late have been so widely circulated, |
might be strongly tempted to give in detail the results of an examination of the naval situation. It is, however,
impossible to present such a statement in a form which would be suitable for parliamentary discussion. If we
compare ships with reference to thickness of armour, we must also take into consideration the area...
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