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HarperCollins India, India, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 198 x 129 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book. Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyaya is well-known as the creator of India s national song, Bande
Mataram , and as a novelist who pioneered the art form in India with acclaimed classics like Ananda Math,
Bishabrikha and Devi Chaudhurani. As critics have recognized, few writers in world literature have been so
accomplished in both philosophy and art. So extensive was his output on religion and Hinduism, and so erudite
his articulation, that Aurobindo Ghosh called him a rishi, while Nirad C. Chaudhuri believed that Bankim had
one of the greatest Hindu minds, perhaps equalled in the past - whole of the Hindu past - only by the great
Samkara . Many Threads of Hinduism brings together some of Bankim s important writings on religion,
Hinduism in particular, and includes his thoughts on the Vedas, nationalism, the origins of religion, the conflict
between one god and many gods, and the need for mass education. There are also pieces comparing the
Brahmins of yore to India s colonial masters at the time, the British, and excerpts from his translation of and
commentary on the Bhagavadgita, which remained incomplete when he died. Beautifully translated by Alo
Shome, this is an introduction to a different facet of a celebrated novelist and an important addition to the
corpus of books on religion.
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