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illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: . . . Early diagnosis is possible with Laboratory aid, and this aid is within the reach of
every Vermont doctor. 2. Two or more cases of typhoid fever in a small rural village at the same time calls for
investigation. Such an investigation should include, (a) drinking water, (b) milk, (c) all articles of food eaten
raw, especially oysters. Modern research has busied itself with this disease, and among the truths it has
unearthed are these: typhoid fever is not providential; its presence in a community means that the victim has
swallowed the bacillus typhosus; that this bacillus has originated in a prior case. It follows logically that typhoid
cases have been poisoned by the excreta of other typhoid cases. The story of this Mill River Valley outbreak
shows that these other prior cases are not always easy of detection, and that the rehearsal of the above trite
logic is not out of place. As observers of disease and as custodians of the public health, we may not forget or
ignore our duty in the presence of this well understood infection. If the first case in this epidemic had been
promptly and intelligently investigated, it is possible its origin would have been discovered, and further cases
prevented. | do not say this is more than a possibility, for | appreciate the difficulties surrounding such an
investigation. Yet the fact remains that we do not regard these happenings in the realm of nature, typhoid
outbreaks, as anything unusual or...
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