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Sagebrush Identification, Ecology, and Palatability Relative to Sage-Grouse Rosentreter Coumarin presence is a
taxonomic indicator, separating height across a plants crown. A 10-power ( 10x ) hand lens several of the
sagebrush taxa ( Kelsey and others 1982 ); can be used to examine leaf glands and hairs. however, there are
two exceptions to this. Wyoming big sagebrush has little to no fluorescence, but is still highly Individual Species
Descriptions palatable. Bigelow sagebrush, which has a light-colored fluorescence, contains volatile
monoterpenes that discour-Descriptions of each taxa are provided, including the age herbivory ( fig. 2 ).
Hybrids of taxa that brightly fluoresce preferred mineralogy, palatability, ecology, distribution, are
intermediate in their response. and management recommendations ( figs. 1, 2 ). Dwarf sage-The UV-light test is
an essential tool for sagebrush iden-brush are discussed below as a group ( also see table 3 ), tification and
palatability testing and should be used by followed by tall sagebrush and subshrub taxa ( see table 4 ).
sagebrush botanists and sage-grouse wildlife biologists. Palatability of sagebrush stands and individual plants
can Dwarf Sagebrush be ranked based on their fluorescence intensity, without even knowing the species. A. Stiff
Sagebrush ( A. rigida ) - Stiff sagebrush occurs on very shallow skeletal basalt soils ( Daubenmire 1982 ).
Chemical Ecology Stiff sagebrush has also been called scabland sage due to the scabby, skeletal sites it prefers.
Geographically, it grows in As previously mentioned, sagebrush chemicals are pro-the Pacific Northwest
portion of the United States and duced in...
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