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foreign policy and diplomatic history today than the so called Middle East. The continuing clashes between
Israeli forces and Palestinian suicide bombers, the diIicult challenge of stabilizing a newly elected government
in Iraq and the growing tension between Iran and the international community concerning the issue of nuclear
power are just a few examples which illustrate the urgency to look at origins of these conflicts. As an example
for this essay, I have chosen the case of Iran. I will focus on the very beginning of the involvement of the United
States in the Middle East, and I will demonstrate what kind of issues and perceptions played an essential role in
the determination of U. S. policy towards Iran. Although I do not attempt to find causes for the current
situation, some of the factors I will identify in this essay might also serve as an explanation for the current
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