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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : Congress of the United States, Office of Technology Assessment, 1992. LC
Number: RM170 . H664 1992 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)25897637 Subject: Infusion therapy. Excerpt: . . . 8. Home
Drug Infusion Therapy Under Medicare In many cases, smaller providers may offer only one or two
components of the therapy directly. A patient from a small town who is on HDIT, for example, might receive
infusion-related nursing from the local HHA, pharmacy products and serv-ices from the local pharmacy, and
an infusion pump from the local medical equipment dealer. In fact, it appears that many HDIT providers
contract with at least one other type of provider to provide some components of the therapy. Where patients
need routine as well as infusion specialty nursing, the routine nursing is ah-nest always performed by a
separate agency ( except where the HHA itself is also the primary home infusion provider ) ( see figure I-l ). The
continually expanding revenues and, appar-ently, relatively high profit margins that have been enjoyed by the
HDIT industry thus far have facili-tated and encouraged the entry of new providers into the marketplace,
expanding access to HDIT services and stimulating the development of new products. The increasing revenues
are in part due to the liberal Photo credit: CADD-PCA Ambulatory Infusion Pump Model 5800, Pharmacia Deltec
Inc. , St. Paul, MN reimbursement that these companies have often been able to garner. Future controls over
what companies Sophisticated infusion pumps have been developed for can charge Medicare patients for
home infusion specific segments of the HDIT market. This pump delivers a constant dose of pain medication,
with a special therapy might slow the growth of certain sectors of button that allows the...
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