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indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: .skin; or at other times their pinkish hues reappear above bars of brown
prairie and green alfalfa as one looks through the tree trunks. In this setting lies the great apple orchard of
nearly six hundred acres. Through my long window, as | write, | can see beyond the Pecos, on the east,
Comanche Draw, down which the bucks poured on their way to the westward mountains; and through the
window at my shoulder comes the cooing of countless turtle doves, the varied gayety of the mockingbird and
the spicy fragrance of the wind blowing from the orchard over tall, wild sweet clover. Three-quarters of a mile
away to the west the orchard house and packing sheds lie concealed among the ten-year-old trees. It is worth
while to take the stroll just at sunrise, when the unpaintable colors are lying on the Pecos Bluffs, and to pass
through the straight avenues of the orchard where fruit hangs heavy on the branches, drenched with dew. The
heavens are always brilliant, and one walks under Italian skies and clouds such as are piled up in Leonardo s
pictures. In March there is a riotous profusion of apple blossoms in these miles of trees. In June, the Red
Astrakan, the Maiden Blush, and the early varieties come on; and by the middle of August the coloring of the
apples and the bending trees announce the serious business of picking. AN AVENUE OF COTTONWOOD TREES
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