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Within comparatively a few years, a new direction has been given to a large amount of American genius,
capital, and labor. Instead of the unbroken stillness of agricultural life, almost every village of New England
resounds with the din of machinery; every water-fall is laid under tribute as a centre of business and a source of
wealth; and populous towns, cities in all but the name, occupy the soil, which yesterday, as it were, scantily
rewarded its partial cultivation, or was covered by the tall trees of the forest. A corresponding change has come
over the character and habits of a large portion of the people. Multitudes, especially of the youth, once
scattered among the farms and smaller workshops of the country, are now congregated in compact masses,
and are subject to all the influences, good and evil, which attend a dense and busy population. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is
a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In
rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition.
We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are
intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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