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Inaugural Dissertation on Induction Into the Elliot F. Shepard Assistant Professorship of Oriental and Old
Testament Literature in Princeton Theological Seminary The usefulness of Ezekiel for the higher critic of the
Pentateuch centers in three things: the book, the man and the time. 1. The hook of Ezekiel, with one exception
the largest of the prophets, is undisputed as to either its genuineness or its integrity. Here is a great mass of
literature, filling over 80 pages of our Hebrew Bibles, about which there is no critical problem beyond that
afforded by the correction of its text. For the purposes of the higher criticism the whole book is a datum. The
contrast between this condition of affairs in the case of Ezekiel, and the state of confusion and division in the
case of almost every other book-of the Old Testament, is sufficient in itself to point to Ezekiel as worthy of a
special place in this difficult field. 2. The author of this book was a prophet, with a prophets interest in the
history of Israels political, social and moral life. But Ezekiel was also a priest, with a priests interest in the history
of Israels sanctuary, hierarchy and ceremonial. Now the two elements that combine to make the subject-matter
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