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Bending Moments and Shearing Forces and Tables of
Equivalent Uniform Live Loads The attention of the author
having been directed, some five years ago, to the tedious and
unscientific methods commonly used in practice in the
preparation of tables of equivalent uniform live loads for
railway under-line bridges, it occurred to him that much of the
labour which the application of these methods involved might
be saved, and the work simplified, by a direct application of the
funicular polygon. Working on these lines he has succeeded in
devising a graphical method, whereby, on a single diagram,
the maximum shears and the maximum bending moments
and the points along the spans at which they occur can be
determined with facility for a wide range of spans and for any
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